
GRAAA’s Mission Statement: “To promote 
community interest and participation in astronomy 

through outreach, education, and research”
The Grand Rapids Amateur Astronomical Association (GRAAA) is a non-

graaa.org/membership

A variety of events and activities, including featured speakers, learning 
opportunities, and more  

graaa.org/events

Additional events and popups 

The James C. Veen Observatory

graaa.org/veen

Public Observing Nights at Veen 

tinyUrl.com/GRAAA-SignUp-2026

GRAAA on social media  
@gr_astronomy facebook.com/GrandRapidsAstronomy

GRAAA Education and YouTube Channel
graaa.org/education

youtube.com/@gr_astronomy
graaa.org/blog

NASA Night Sky Network: 

nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov

GRAAA Discord server

graaa.org/discord

Email and text alerts
graaa.org/texts

2026 LEADERSHIP

Directors

Admin & Information:

Member & Public Services: 

Observatory Group Reservations:

Webmaster & Social Media:

Other Services

President:

Vice President:

Secretary:

Treasurer: 

Note:

Grand Rapids Amateur Astronomical 
Association & James C. Veen Observatory

2026 Activities Guide
____________________________
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Dr. Shannon Schmoll: Tuesday January 20, 7:00pm, Public Museum
Astronomical Discovery—Highlights from the Year 2025

Dr. Jeanette Epps: Saturday February 21, 11:00am, Public Museum
Roger That Keynote: My Life as a NASA Astronaut

grpm.org/rogerthat

Mark Craig: Wednesday April 29, 7:00pm, Public Museum
Apollo 1: A Feature Documentary

Dr. Michael West: Thursday October 22, 7:00pm, Venue TBD
Looking Up for a Living: Stories from Chile, Hawaii, & the Edge of Space

Dr. Kirk Korista: Thursday November 19, 7:00pm, Public Museum
Stars Without Nuclear Fusion: The Physics Without the Confusion

FEATURED SPEAKERSPUBLIC OBSERVING NIGHTS
at Veen Observatory

3308 Kissing Rock Ave SE, Lowell, MI 49331

Public Observing Nights are subject to sky conditions. 

* Telescope Clinics 

“Additional Events”

ADMISSION

graaa.org

Statewide Astronomy Night

Autumn Astronomy Day

2026 Public Observing Night dates, times, and highlights:

RETAIN THIS GUIDE IN A SAFE PLACE 
FOR FUTURE REFERENCE!
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2026 Public Observing Night dates, times, and highlights:

RETAIN THIS GUIDE IN A SAFE PLACE 
FOR FUTURE REFERENCE!

Telescope and Equipment Swap Meet: Sat. April 18, 11:00am–3:00pm, 
Community Archives and Research Center (CARC)

StarBeQue Family Picnic: Sat. June 27, 6:30pm, Veen Observatory

:
Fri. June 26, July 24, and August 28, 7:00pm, Veen Observatory

Telescope Tune-up Clinics: Sat. June 20, July 25, August 22, and 
September 19, prior to Public Nights at Veen Observatory

1.5 hours

Holiday Party: Thurs. December 10, 6:30pm, Boulder Creek Golf Club

Pop-up Events: Anticipated Events Below, Additional Events TBA
More information announced at graaa.org, Discord, email, and/or text

 Perseid Meteor Watch Lunar Eclipse Watch

 Dog Days of Summer Brunch 

 Member Star Parties
 Virtual presentations 
 Telescope orientation sessions 
 Transient sky events 

ADDITIONAL EVENTS
Exploring the Current Sky with Naked Eye and Telescope 

Three Tuesdays: February 17, May 19, September 15 

Introduction to Amateur Astronomy Series 
Three Saturdays: February 7, March 7, March 28 
10:30am, Public Museum

Note: Introduction to Amateur Astronomy

 The Ever-Changing Sky in 2026: February 7, 10:30am

 Getting the Most from a New Hobby: March 7, 10:30am

 Telescope Advice and Tune-up Clinic: March 28, 10:30am

Digital Imaging: Continuing Series, Veen Observatory
Note: 

 Basics and Options for Beginners:
Sat. May 2, 10:30am-noon (repeat session Tues. May 12, 7:30pm–9:00pm)

 Intermediate & Advanced Imaging for Amateurs: 
Dates and Times TBD

LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
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