
ABOUT THE GRAAA
GRAAA’s Mission Statement: “To promote community interest and 

participation in astronomy through outreach, education, and research”

The Grand Rapids Amateur Astronomical Association 

graaa.org/events
graaa.org/membership

Program meetings: 

graaa.org/events

Special Events and “Popups” 

The James C. Veen Observatory

graaa.org/veen

Public Observing Nights at Veen 

GRAAA on social media  
@gr_astronomy facebook.com/GrandRapidsAstronomy

GRAAA Education and YouTube channel
graaa.org/education

youtube.com/@gr_astronomy
graaa.org/blog

NASA Night Sky Network: 

nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov

GRAAA Discord server
graaa.org/discord

Email and text alerts
@gr-astro

DECEMBER
   12 Thursday, 6:30pm - SPECIAL EVENT at Boulder Creek Golf Club

Annual Member-Family Holiday Dinner Party

Be aware that online pre-registration and advance payment at graaa.org are 
required. 

______________________________________________________________

RETAIN THIS GUIDE IN A SAFE PLACE FOR FUTURE REFERENCE!

2024 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Directors

Other Services

Grand Rapids Amateur Astronomical 
Association & James C. Veen Observatory

2024
Meeting and Activities Guide

____________________________

____________________________

JAMES C. VEEN OBSERVATORY
3308 Kissing Rock Ave SE, Lowell Township, 49331

Public Observing Nights take place only if skies are clear. 

Note:

2024 Saturday night dates, times, and observing highlights:

8:30 - 11:00
8:30 - 11:00

International Astronomy Day

The GRAAA and Veen Observatory receive annual financial and 
administrative support from the Grand Rapids Public Museum.

* Telescope Clinics 

PUBLIC ADMISSION

graaa.org

______________________________________________________________________

SEPTEMBER (continued)
   19 Thursday, 7:00pm - GRAAA Meets at Aquinas College

To the Moon—What We Know and Why Go Back,

   28 Saturday, 8:30pm-11:00pm - Veen Observatory Public Night

OCTOBER
   12 Saturday, 7:30pm-10:00pm - Veen Observatory Public Night

   17 Thursday, 7:00pm - GRAAA Meets at Grand Rapids Public Museum
Why We Throw DARTs,

Don’t Look 
Up

   26 Saturday, 7:30pm-10:00pm - Veen Observatory Public Night

NOVEMBER
   02 Saturday, 7:30pm-10:00pm - Veen Observatory Public Night

Final Public Night of the year.

   21 Thursday, 7:00pm - GRAAA Meets at Grand Rapids Public Museum
The Star of Bethlehem, Casting New Light on an Old Mystery,

CALENDAR OF MEETINGS & SPECIAL EVENTS
PUBLIC AND GUESTS WELCOME

_______________________________________________________________

JANUARY
   18 Thursday, 7:00pm - GRAAA Meets at Grand Rapids Public Museum

“The Sky Overhead in 2024, from Northern Lights to the Great Eclipse.” 

FEBRUARY
   15 Thursday, 7:00pm - GRAAA Meets at Grand Rapids Public Museum

These Are My Favorite Things,

   17 Saturday, 11:00am - SPECIAL EVENT at Grand Rapids Public Museum

Roger That!

MARCH
   21 Thursday, 7:00pm - GRAAA Meets at Grand Rapids Public Museum

Women’s Voices in Astronomical Discovery,
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JANUARY
   18 Thursday, 7:00pm - GRAAA Meets at Grand Rapids Public Museum

“The Sky Overhead in 2024, from Northern Lights to the Great Eclipse.” 

FEBRUARY
   15 Thursday, 7:00pm - GRAAA Meets at Grand Rapids Public Museum

These Are My Favorite Things,

   17 Saturday, 11:00am - SPECIAL EVENT at Grand Rapids Public Museum

Roger That!

MARCH
   21 Thursday, 7:00pm - GRAAA Meets at Grand Rapids Public Museum

Women’s Voices in Astronomical Discovery,

APRIL
   12 Friday, 8:30pm-11:30pm - SPECIAL EVENT at Veen Observatory

Statewide Astronomy Night (SWAN) Public Observing Event.

   18 Thursday, 7:00pm - GRAAA Annual Report to Members
GRAAA Today and Tomorrow—A Report to the Membership,

your

   25 Thursday, 7:00pm - GRAAA Meets at Grand Rapids Public Museum
Reports from Under the Shadow, 

MAY
   04 Saturday, 9:30pm-Midnight - Veen Observatory Public Night

First Public Night of the year.

   16 Thursday, 7:00pm - GRAAA Meets at Grand Rapids Public Museum
Michigan Dark Skies, A Resource Essential to Life as We Know It,

   18 Saturday, 9:30pm-Midnight - Veen Observatory Public Night
International Astronomy Day.

JUNE
   01 Saturday, 9:30pm-Midnight - Veen Observatory Public Night

   15 * Saturday, 9:30pm-Midnight - Veen Observatory Public Night

Telescope Clinic 

   22 Saturday, 6:30pm - SPECIAL EVENT at Veen Observatory
Star-be-que, 

   29 Saturday, 9:30pm-Midnight - Veen Observatory Public Night

JULY
   13 * Saturday, 9:30pm-Midnight - Veen Observatory Public Night

Telescope Clinic 

   27 Saturday, 9:30pm-Midnight - Veen Observatory Public Night

AUGUST
   10 * Saturday, 9:00pm-11:30pm - Veen Observatory Public Night

Telescope Clinic 

   24 Saturday, 9:00pm-11:30pm - Veen Observatory Public Night

SEPTEMBER
   14 Saturday, 8:30pm-11:00pm - Veen Observatory Public Night
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