
GRAAA’s Mission Statement: “To promote 
community interest and participation in astronomy 

through outreach, education, and research”
The Grand Rapids Amateur Astronomical Association 

graaa.org/membership

A variety of events and activities, including featured speakers, learning 
opportunities, and more  

graaa.org/events

Additional events and “popups” 

The James C. Veen Observatory

graaa.org/veen

Public Observing Nights at Veen 

GRAAA on social media  
@gr_astronomy facebook.com/GrandRapidsAstronomy

GRAAA Education and YouTube channel
graaa.org/education

youtube.com/@gr_astronomy
graaa.org/blog

NASA Night Sky Network: 

nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov

GRAAA Discord server
graaa.org/discord

Email and text alerts
@gr-astro

2025 LEADERSHIP

Directors

Admin & Information:

Member & Public Services: 

Observatory Group Reservations:

Webmaster & Social Media:

Other Services

President:

Vice President:

Secretary:

Treasurer: 

Note:

Grand Rapids Amateur Astronomical 
Association & James C. Veen Observatory

2025 Activities Guide
____________________________
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David DeBruyn: Thurs. March 20, 7:00pm, Public Museum
70 Years of Astronomical Richness in West Michigan

Dr. Jacob Bourjaily: Wed. April 30, 7:00pm, Public Museum
Revolutions in Our Understanding of Fundamental Physics

Dr. Thomas Strikwerda: Summer Date/Time TBD, Veen Observatory
What a Ride: From Mixing Mortar to Guiding Spacecraft

Andrew Harwood: Thurs. October 16, 7:00pm, Public Museum
Fitting Amateur Astronomy Into a Busy Life

Andrew Fraser: Thurs. November 20, 7:00pm, via Zoom
Heber Curtis: The Great Debate and Beyond, An Astronomer’s 
Quest to Discern the Nature of the Universe

FEATURED SPEAKERS
All 2025 presenters are current or former GRAAA members.

PUBLIC OBSERVING NIGHTS
at Veen Observatory

Public Observing Nights take place only if skies are clear. 

* Telescope Clinics 
“Additional 

Events”

ADMISSION

graaa.org

International Astronomy Day

Autumn Astronomy Day

2025 Public Observing Night dates, times, and highlights:

RETAIN THIS GUIDE IN A SAFE PLACE 
FOR FUTURE REFERENCE!
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StarBeQue Family Picnic: Sat. June 21, 6:30pm, Veen Observatory

Holiday Party: Thurs. December 11, 6:30pm, Boulder Creek Golf Club

graaa.org/events

:
Fri. June 27, July 25, and August 22, 7:00pm, Veen Observatory

Members’ Nights: Sat. July 19 and September 20, Veen Observatory

graaa.org/events

Telescope Tune-up Clinics: Sat. May 3, June 28, August 2, and 
September 27, prior to Public Nights at Veen Observatory

Pop-up Events: Announced at graaa.org, Discord, email, and/or text
 
 
 
 GRAAA Memories Over 70 Years
 
 
 
 

ADDITIONAL EVENTS
Winter Challenges: Thurs. January 16, 7:00pm, Public Museum

Our Colorful 
Universe,

Introduction to Amateur Astronomy Series:
Sat. February 1, March 1, and April 5, 10:30am, Public Museum
These three Saturday sessions at the Grand Rapids Public Museum are free 
to GRAAA members and open to the public with paid Museum admission. 
Recommended for ages 12 and up.

Exploring the Ever-Changing Sky in 2025: February 1, 10:30am

 March 1, 10:30am

Telescope Advice and Tune-up Clinic: April 5, 10:30am

Digital Imaging: Continuing Series, Veen Observatory
These astrophotography-focused sessions are open to GRAAA members only.

Basics and Options for Beginners: Sat. May 10, 10:30am (with repeat session 
on Tues. May 13, 7:30pm)

Intermediate & Advanced Imaging for Amateurs: Dates and times TBD

LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
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